The BEST of lowa is focused on strengthening policies and programs that
provide valuable support for our businesses and communities. Understanding
existing businesses is fundamental to all successful economic development
State Ob lowa strategies. BEST of lowa is a unique collaboration with local developers, utilities
. and the lowa Economic Development Authority to provide the tools and
Interuwus resources to support an effective statewide program. The data and information
collected is analyzed to identify opportunities, challenges, and key trends.

Topreasonstolivehere:  Top challenges to live here:
1) Cost of Living 1) Workforce

2) Quality of Life 2) Housing

3) Location 3) Community Leadership

4) Community Services  4) Infrastructure
5) Business Climate 5) Community Services
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UJork{sorce related issues were the most frequently identified barriers to growth .
Recruitment Problems

100.0%
80.0%
60.0%
40.0%

20.0%

0.0%

Yes No

® [ ocal 80.0% 20.0%

State 74.1% 25.9%
Ownership changes Management changes
in last 18 months: inlast 18 months:
Changed: 23.1% Changed: 23.1%
Change Pending: 3.8% Change Pending: 7.7%
No Change: 73.1% No Change: 69.2% B .

| - &

222 1st Ave East - Oskaloosa, 1A 52577 - www.oacdg.org - 641.672.259I



